
TOWN DUMP 

Half a mil e east of Zeb ulon j u st to t h e s outh of th e r ai lro a d 

tr ac ks li es a town dump. It covers a pproxi ma t e l y thr ee ( 3 ) 

acres in area a nd th e operation is of th e op e n dump ing t y p e . 

Th e r ef use is bulldoz e d a nd burn e d as oft e n as th e si tu ati on 

warrents . The whol e op e r a t io n, a lthough r e gard e d as not being 

th e most opt ima l t y p e according to mod e rn standar d s, a pp ears 

to work satisf ac torily. Few c omplaints, if any, h a ve b ee n 

thus far r egi st ere d eit h er abo ut th e co ll ec ting service or t he 

sme ll, debris or vermin associate d w i th th e dump itself . 

As th e population continu es to grow, the d a ily ga rbage yield 

will increase acco rdin g l y. Zeb ulon will soon find this 

method of open dumpin g both inade qu a t e a nd inefficie nt. A 

better me ans of di sposing the town' s r ef u se s hould pr ese ntl y 

be considered. The No rth Ca r o l ina S t ate Boar d of Health h a s 

re commended th e met hod o f sa n itary l a ndfill as the optimum 

way for commu ni ties with popul ation unde r 100,00 0 . T h e mod e 

of its op e ration is bri ef l y d escri b e d as follows. 

The r efuse truck dumps its lo a d s into fres hl y du g tr e nch es 

in th e town dump. At th e e nd of a working d ay, a crew op e 

rated crawl e r tr actor push es th e r ef u se in to a tr e nch and 

c omp acts i t. L a y ers of ea rth a r e th e n us e d to cover th e r e -

fus e an d th e n b e com p ac t e d in turn th emse lv es , thu s forming 

a n effec tiv e sea l b e tw ee n th e buried garbage a nd the op e n air. 

This l a ndfill typ e of op e r at ion pos sesses seve r a l inherent 

a dv a nt a g es . Fir s t of a ll , th e pot e ntial nu isances of s mok e 

and odor are e l imi n ate d from th e s t art . Prop e rl y oper a t e d 

and maintain e d , t h is site would not b e com e a br ee din g grou nd 

for ins ec t s a nd v e rm i n. Moreov e r, it co n s titut es much le ss 

of an eyesore and f i r e h a z ar d tha n th e op en dumpin g typ e s o 

that the surrounding land valu e , as well as the l a ndscap e, 
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